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Abstract

This study provides a preliminary examination of multiple application behavior and enrollment
deposit payments in university entrance examinations, as well as their relationship with family
background, based on a retrospective survey of 112 students at a national university. The analysis
shows that approximately half of the respondents paid enrollment deposits to “safety” schools, with
the primary reasons being uncertainty about admission results from other institutions and anxiety about
potential rejection. The amount of the deposit was typically between 200,000 and 300,000 yen,
representing a non-negligible financial burden for applicants. While the association with economic
status was limited, students from families in which parents or siblings had university experience were
somewhat more likely to make such payments. These findings suggest that enrollment deposit
payments should be understood not merely as individual preferences but as risk-avoidance behavior
under conditions of institutional uncertainty. From a policy perspective, there is a need to introduce
and expand refund systems for enrollment deposits, adjust application schedules, and enhance career

guidance and information provision.

Keywords : Multiple enrollment fees; University entrance examinations; Multiple-application

behavior; Educational inequality; Family university experience
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