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2Tohoku University

Tokyo

Tohoku region
(North East 
region of Japan)

Sendai

仙台七夕まつり協賛会

 Founded in 1907 as the 3rd
National University

 The first Japanese university to
accept female students in 1913

 “Practice-oriented Research &
Education”

 Four campuses in Sendai city
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Faculties
Arts and Letters
Education
Law
Economics
Science
Medicine
Dentistry
Pharmaceutical 
Sciences
Engineering
Agriculture

Graduate Schools
Arts and Letters
Education
Law
Economics and Management
Science
Medicine
Dentistry
Pharmaceutical Sciences
Engineering
Agricultural Science
International Cultural Studies
Information Sciences 
Life Sciences
Environmental Studies
Biomedical Engineering

■Number of Students

■Number of International Students

18,387
2,162

Professional Graduate Schools
Law School
School of Public Policy
Accounting School

Research Institutes
Institute for Materials Research 
(IMR)
Institute of Development, Aging 
and Cancer (IDAC)
Institute of Fluid Science (IFS)
Research Institute of Electrical
Communication (RIEC)
Institute of Multidisciplinary
Research for Advanced Materials 
(IMRAM)

International Research Institute of
Disaster Science (IRIDeS)

(as of May. 1, 2019)

10 Faculties /15 Graduate Schools

3 Professional Graduate Schools /6 Research Institutes

University Facilities

■Institutional Academic Exchange Agreements

231 in 35 countries and regions



4International students: Top 20 ranking (2019)

1 Waseda University 5,724 11 Hokkaido University 2,223

2 Tokyo University of Social 
Welfare 4,273 12 Tohoku University 2,162

3 The University of Tokyo 4,178 13 Keio University 2,103

4 Japan University of
Economics 3,487 14 Nagoya University 2,038

5 Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific 
University 2,759 15 Hiroshima University 1,898

6 Ritsumeikan University 2,673 16 Tokyo Institute of 
Technology 1,774

7 Kyoto University 2,631 17 Toyo University 1,657
8 Osaka University 2,594 18 Meiji University 1,582
9 Kyushu University 2,387 19 Sophia University 1,555

10 University of Tsukuba 2,372 20 Doshisha University 1,410

JASSO (2020) Enrolment survey on international students, 2019 (令和元年度外国人留学生
在籍状況調査結果) https://www.studyinjapan.go.jp/ja/_mt/2020/08/date2019z.pdf
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1 Kwansei Gakuin
University 1,833 11 Chiba University 843

2 Kansai Gaidai University 1,659 12 Tohoku University 837
3 Waseda University 1,656 13 Keio University 834
4 Ritsumeikan University 1,548 14 Hiroshima University 822
5 Shibaura Institute of 

Technology 1,364 15 International University of 
Health and Welfare 817

6 Meiji University 1,055 16 Kansai University 813
7 Rikkyo University 1,016 17 Nanzan University 791
8 Toyo University 895 18 Josai International 

University 772

9 Doshisha University 872 19 Nagoya University of 
Foreign Studies 771

10 The University of Tokyo 855 20 Kindai University 767
JASSO (2020) Survey on the number of students studying abroad, 2018
https://www.studyinjapan.go.jp/ja/_mt/2020/08/date2018n.pdf

Outbound mobility: Top 20 ranking (2018)



7Are international students isolated? 

Global Learning Center and Office of International Initiatives (2016) Survey on International Students in Tohoku University
https://www.insc.tohoku.ac.jp/japanese/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/J_International_Students_Survey_-2016.pdf

N=605

0, 23.1%

1-4,
47.6%

5-10, 18.5%

11 and more, 
5.0%

No answer, 5.8%

“How many Japanese friends do you have?”



8Intercultural Collaborative Learning, or ICL

末松和子・秋庭裕子・米澤由香子（編）（2019）『国際共修：文化的多様性を生かした授業実践へのアプローチ』東信堂.

What is ICL?
An educational opportunity for students to reflect 
upon their own values and develop new 
perspectives through sharing, understanding and 
accepting diversity in culture. It is introduced 
through meaningful interaction in both curricular 
and co-curricular academic activities among 
students with different cultural backgrounds.

国際共修
[kokusai kyōshū]

 ICL in Tohoku U. has emerged in the early 2000s.
 It has been mainstreamed into general education

in Tohoku University.
 1,147 students registered for 70 courses of ICL

in 2019.



9Decline of international students (2019-2020)

2019 2020* changes
Undergraduate students 202 203 +1
Graduate students 1,547 1,620 +73
Research students 181 128 -53
Special auditors 124 66 -58

Special research students 78 59 -19

Students in Japanese Language 
Programmes 28 5 -23

Others 2 0 -2
Total 2,162 2,081 -81

* Data in 2020 includes international students who are unable to travel to Japan

Actually, there were no 
exchange students on campus! 



A Project for the New Normal

https://www.insc.tohoku.ac.jp/english/be-global-project/
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International Education in the New Normal Era 11

Blended 
International 

Education

【Before COVID-19】 【Now】Development of Virtual IE

Intercultural Collaborative 
Learning Classes/Activities

Study-Abroad Programmes

・International Degree/Exchange Programmes
・Short Programmes

・Station providing peer support and
services to International Students

Online Study-Abroad Programmes
・Short courses     ・Virtual Exchange Programmes

Virtual Community for 
Intercultural Collaborative Learning 

・Synchronous / Asynchronous / Blended

Online Education for International
Students 

・Various Online Programmes・Online Short Programmes

Virtual Support & Services
・Online Help Desk ・Online Orientation

Domestic 
Students

Domestic & 
Int’l Students

International 
Students

International 
Students



Be Global Project https://www.insc.tohoku.ac.jp/japanese/be-global-project/

A New Model for International Education ～ Since April, 2020

■Intercultural Collaborative Education

■海外留学支援
◆Online Intercultural Collaborative Learning Classes
- Immediately began collaborating with American and

Canadian partners.
- Brought all students together in “classrooms”.
- Invited more universities and students to the joint

classes in the fall semester.
- Organized a student support team for

collaborative learning.
- Have been offering many workshops

and seminars to international
educators in Japan about how to deliver
interactive online classes.

12



A case of ICL: Course “Liveability of Regional Cities” 13

Goals: Explain the “liveability” of
Sendai city by introducing the
SDGs concept
Learning style: ICL×PBL
Partner universities: Monash
University (Australia) and UCR
(USA)
Place: Zoom and traditional classroom
Discussion platform: Padlet
Challenges
- academic calendar
- imbalance in student number
- language



A case of ICL: Course “Liveability of Regional City” 14

Tasks in ICL
With Monash University (Australia) / synchronous and 
asynchronous
- make groups of 4 or 5
- choose a topic related to liveability, gather information,
collectively identify problems/challenges, and formulate some
recommendations

With University of California, Riverside (USA)/ synchronous
- UCR students: learn “living” Japanese from Tohoku students
- Tohoku students: interview with UCR students about a topic
they chose
 Reflection
- ICL worked well on their project
- a good opportunity to get to know each other beyond borders
- a step to realize studying abroad 



How can we rebuild international education?

Assessment

Management

Internationalization 
of the Curriculum

Well-being

• To what extent can online ICL
develop students’ cognitive skills?

• What about students’ non-
cognitive skills?

• How can we blend traditional and
online ICL?

• How can you integrate
internationalization into the
core mission of your university?

• How can you make IoC happen
in your university?

• Do we understand our stakeholders’
view of international education in the
“new normal”?

• What kind of expertise does
education in the “new normal”
necessitate?

• What do the sources of income and
resource allocation look like in the
“new normal”?

• How has COVID-19 impacted
on the students’ and teachers’
physical and psychological
health?

• In particular, how can we
support socialization of the new
students on campus?

16
“火事場の馬鹿力”, or adrenalin-rush, does not last long.



Thank you for your attention.

https://www.insc.tohoku.ac.jp/english/be-global-project/
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