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Definition

Intercultural Collaborative Learning, or ICL, aims to 
foster mutual understanding among students from 
different linguistic and cultural backgrounds through  
"meaningful interaction" in the form of collaborative 
learning experiences such as groupwork and projects. 
It simultaneously stimulates acceptance of others and 
introspection, resulting in an integrated process leading 
to the generation of new values.

(Suematsu, 2019)

Intercultural Collaborative Learning

Educational method to be implemented in:      
- Designing curriculum/programs/classes/activities 
- Facilitating meaningful interactions among learners
- Assessing their learning outcomes.      



Policy Driven Development  
• G30 - geared toward international students   
• GGJ – targeted mainly domestic students  
• Top Global - comprehensive 
• Interuniversity Exchange Project - topical  

Top Global University (MEXT)  
https://www.mext.go.jp/en/policy/education/highered/title02/detail02/sdetail02/1395420.htm



Policy Driven Development   

• Global 30 
• Global  
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Selected Univ. G30 Proposal 

ICL 
curricular 

ICL                
co-curricular 

Tohoku 〇 〇

Tsukuba 〇

Tokyo

Nagoya 〇

Kyoto 〇

Osaka

Kyushu 〇 〇

Keio 

Sophia

Meiji 

Waseda 〇 〇

Doshisha 〇

Ritsumeikan 〇 〇

Selected Univ. GGJ Type A Proposal

ICL 
curricular 

ICL 
co-curricular 

Hokkaido 〇 〇

Tohoku 〇 〇

Chiba 

Ochanomizu 

Akita International 〇

International
Christian 

Chuo 〇

Waseda 〇

Doshisha

Kwanseigakuin

Asia Pacific 〇

JSPS HP   https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-kokusaika/index.html https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-ggj/outline.html

https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-kokusaika/index.html
https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-ggj/outline.html


Policy Driven Development 

Post 300,000 International Students Plan

“Break away from educational practices that target only 
international students, develop programs where diverse 
stakeholders such as domestic, international, 
untraditional students, and etc., work collaboratively 
and create new mutual values from meaningful 
interactions,  and enhance a university-wide system to 
promote international education.” 

MEXT (2019) 
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MEXT Interuniversity Exchange Project
(2018～）

Collaborative Online International Learning  
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Type A  

Chiba 

Tokyo

Tokyo Univ. of Foreign Studies, ICU

Tokyo Univ of Arts 

Kagoshima 

Ryukyu 

Osaka City 

Sophia, Ochanomizu, Univ of Shizuoka 

Nanzan

Type B

Kansai 



Development of ICL classes/activities in Japan

Japanese language/ Japanese 
culture and affairs

Main target: Int’l students

English Medium Instruction 
(EMI) Programs

Main target: Int’l Students

Origin

Classes ｗｉｔｈ themes of 
cultural learning 

Classes based on EMI 
across desciplines

Classes to develop cross-
cultural communication skills International education as part 

of global human resource 
development

Main target: Domestic students

Classes to enhance  
multicultural understanding 
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Development of Educational Practices 

University #  of 
classes 

Funding # of Int’l 
students

1 Tohoku  54 G30/GGJ/SGU 11

2 Yokohama N  44
3 Osaka 44 G30/SGU 8

4 Chiba 38 GGJ/SGU

5 Tokyo Univ of 
Foreign Studies

28 SGU

National Universities

University #  of 
classes 

Funding # of Int’l 
students

1 Ritsumeikan 54 G30/GGJ/SGU 6

2 Musashino 44
3 Aichi Bunkyo 44
4 Waseda 27 G30/GGJ/SGU 1
5 Japan Univ of 

Economics 
26 4 

Private Universities

Based on Takahashi (2019),
JASSO (2019), MEXT
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Classes targeted for 
international students

Classes targeted for 
domestic students

Curriculum reform  

Students’ evaluation

Acknowledgement by 
faculties

General 
Education 

Curriculum 

University 
Mission &
Education 

Goals 

Case of Tohoku Univ. Curriculum Internationalization 



Research Development 
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Number of published papers  with ICL topics  

G30

GGJ

SGU

- Majority reports practices. 
- Few papers incorporates 

theoretical framework 
- More focus is on pedagogy than 

learning process or outcome  
- Research does not seem to be 

followed through  

Suematsu (2019)
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Workshops, 
Seminars, 

Symposium  

Grants-in-aid for Scientific Research (Kakenhi)
- Intercultural co-learning in the context of exploring
a global mindset of university students.  【2015-2018】

- Internationalization at Home in high education in 
Asian context 【2018-2022】

Publications  

Members from 
7 universities

Homepage

Case Studies in Japan,
Australia, USA, Netherland, 

Germany



What are we still missing ? 

Educational Practice 
 Curriculum/course/program design 
 Pedagogy development  
 Effective facilitation 
 Development of ICL network 

Research 
 Analysis of learning process and outcome 
 Studies based on theoretical framework 
 Co-curricular ICL 
 Course/program assessment 

DX
×
ICL 



Virtual Development of ICL
・ Blended: Combination of synchronous and asynchronous 
・ HyFlex:  Blended in a more flexible structure  

- Reporting activities 
outside the class        

- Lecture
- Next assignment 

Zoom, MEET, 
SKYPE，

LINE, Slack

Synchronous
activities 

outside class Monitoring 
and 

facilitating 
their 

activities 
LMS/Slack

Modified
HyFlex



Peer-support implemented to enhance 
group-based collaboration 



Student Feedback 
Positive
・I learned that we could carry out engaged discussion and collaboration

with students from all over the world even if it was online.
・It was an interesting experience to get to know people who have never

been to Japan.
・It was like studying abroad, without actually being abroad.
・This experience motivated me to study abroad and see the world. 

Negative
・Learning how to navigate and utilize online platforms has been difficult.
・Online platforms do not allow spontaneous conversations.
・Time difference is inconvenient when setting meetings outside of class.
・Differences in the digital communication manner confused us.  
・It would have been nice to grab a meal together to continue discussion

more in a casual manner or just get to know them more in depth. 
16



Transformation of ICL in New Normal Era 

• How could we make “meaningful interaction” happen virtually?
• Would students still learn? How do we know that they do? 
• Will or should students’ learning outcome be the same as in-

person instruction?    
• How should we as educators change? What support do we 

need?
• What research needs to be done?
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What is learning? 
What is teaching?

What role do HE institutions play?
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