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Early adopters of internationalisation at home





Purposeful integration: 

From activity based
to
outcomes oriented internationalisation



Regular learning
outcomes in the 
discipline

Outcomes for
international and
intercultural
learning



Global citizenship
Wicked problems
Sustainable Development Goals
Decolonisation of the curriculum
21st century skills



Stakeholders in 
implementing
internationalisation
at home



The mobile “cultural elite” is the norm
Practice for the non-mobile majority is an alternative

An internationalised curriculum for all students
Additional learning abroad for some students

The continuum of internationalisation from primary to tertiary education



TEACHING IN ENGLISH

RECEIVING  INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

2ND BEST OPTION FOR NON MOBILE STUDENTS

PREPARATION FOR MOBILITY

OFFERING  ELECTIVES 

the
Penrose stairs

M. C. Escher, 1953

MISCONCEPTIONS 
about internationalisation at home



Obstacles and
enablers to
internationalisation
at home (Beelen, 
2017)

Obstacles

Confusion about concepts and terminology

Lack of strategies for bottom up implementation in 
departments

Lack of connection between stakeholders, particularly
between internationalisation specialists and educational
developers

Lack of dedicated professional development for
academics, for example in virtual exchange



� COIL does not often reach all students

� Top down or bottom up implementation

� Issues of alignment: fine tuning COIL with other
instruments for curriculum internationalisation

� COIL only should be deployed for learning that cannot be
� achieved ‘at home’

� In Europe, COIL stimulates physical mobility

Beelen, Wimpenny & Rubin, 2021

Internationalisation at home and Collaborative Online 
International Learning (COIL) are not identical



Building capacity for Collaborative Online International Learning (COIL) in South Africa

https://www.ufs.ac.za/ikudu



Challenges

and remedies

� The pitfalls of a capacity building project

� Addressing issues of inequality between the EU and SA 

partners but also among the EU and SA partners

� Meeting negative connotations of ‘internationalisation’

� Avoiding standards but using Appreciative Inquiry (AI) 

instead

� COVID 19 making physical training impossible

� Realising 55+ COIL practices

� Co-authoring publications in a collaborative and inclusive 

way ‘Exploring how distance brought us closer’



What we are 
learning from
iKudu

� Handling colonial versus decolonial perspectives in 
European and South African curricula

� Exploring the relationships between internationalisation at 
home, decolonisation, Africanisation and transformation of 
universities

� Realising the relevance of context: location, type of 
university and discipline

� Realising the importance of preparing academics to shape
the ‘C’ in COIL

� Confirmation that COIL is 90% educational design and 10%  
technology



What post-COVID 
internationalisation
in Europe may look 
like

� Internationalised teaching and learning

� Benefitting from international and intercultural
learning opportunities in the local environment

� Short term mobility within Europe

� Virtual exchange/COIL with partners outside Europa

� ‘Classical’ mobility for some students
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