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Globalization and changes in Chinese higher education 
 
 
Futao Huang* 
 
 
 
Abstract.  Since the 1990s, with several factors which are less important and indirect, globalization 

has deeply and directly affected the development of Chinese higher education at both policy and 

institutional levels.  It has not only largely changed the ideas and basic structure of the Chinese 

higher education system, but it has also shaped the patterns of governance and the operations of 

individual institutions.  The paper begins with an introduction to the context of Chinese higher 

education.  It then touches on the impact of various aspects of globalization on Chinese higher 

education.  The paper concludes by discussing issues and trends facing Chinese higher education in a 

global era. 
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Introduction 
 
With the recent rapid economic growth in China, tremendous changes have also occurred in Chinese 

higher education.  In particular, since the 1990s, in order to search for a response to challenges from 

globalization, various reforms have been undertaken in Chinese higher education.  Globalization is 

not the only factor that affects the recent changes in Chinese higher education.  Several other factors 

contribute though they are less important and indirect.  Globalization is the most powerful and direct 

driving force that has influenced current Chinese higher education.   

Much research already exists on globalization and higher education (e.g. Currie and Newson 

1998; Scott 1998; Enders and Fulton 2002), but little of the current literature deals with globalization 

and the changes of Chinese higher education from an overall perspective.  The present paper adds to 

the existing research by focusing on the impact of globalization on Chinese higher education, 

particularly since the 1990s.   

Since the 1990s, with several other factors which are less important and indirect, globalization 

has deeply and directly affected the development of Chinese higher education at both policy and 
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