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The Determinants of Productivity of the Japanese
Professoriat in the Age of University Reform

Hiroaki URATA
(J. F. Oberlin University)

The university reforms that have been underway for more than a quarter of a century
have promoted the mobility of teachers and shifting of research funds to competitive funds.
Although university reforms are government led, they respect the autonomy of universities.
However, since university faculty members are busy with management and administration,
they do not get much time for research activities. Therefore, we examine the influence of
mobility of university faculty, research expenses, and time for research activities on the
research productivity of faculty members by analyzing questionnaire survey data. The
main findings are as follows: (1) Competitive funding significantly affects research
productivity; however, there is also a tendency of diminishing effect. (2)The effect of
mobility between universities is not very large compared with that of collaborative
research. (3)The effect of time for research activities on research productivity is equal to
or greater than that of collaborative research.
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