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Faculty and Research Funds: Analysis by Sector and Field

Yoshiei WATANABE
(lwate Prefectural University)

Recently, the issue of university research funding has been addressed from various
angles. Since the incorporation of national universities in Japan in 2004, efficiency
coefficient have led to a reduction in grants for operating costs. And in the situation of
growing focus on innovative policy, national universities, many of which have science and
technology field, have been the subject of growing interest in particular. Considering
this background, this report examines, through analysis by sector and by field, the current
state of research funding and the way of thinking about research funding.

The results of analysis are as follows. Reduction in research funding for
individuals was considerable at national universities, and was relatively high at public and
private universities. On the other hand, external competitive funding, including Grants-
in- aid for Scientific Research, was awarded in comparatively larger quantities to national
universities, and was also subject to little reduction. Such differences in funding among
sectors were also reflected in the way of thinking about research funding, with research
funding for individuals at national universities thought to affect not only to research
activities, but also education, social services, and acquisition of external funding.

So, the small proportion of faculty in national universities take research funding
for individuals as granted. Despite many competitive funding initiatives which do not
cost anything being in place at national universities, these initiatives were not seen to be
particularly effective. While national universities are experiencing a steady reduction in
research funding for individuals, no matter what kind of competitive funding initiatives
are introduced, not all faculty can get external funding. 1 also observed some differences
between fields, but it would be difficult to draw a unanimous conclusion from the basic
analysis employed for this study.
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